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TO  THE 


READER 


TH  E  following  Difcourfe  is 
the  Sub  fiance  of fever al  Let¬ 
ters ,  written  at  different 
'Times  (indeed  only  for  my  own  Per- 
ufal  and  Improvement )  from  a  par¬ 
ticular  Friend ,  then  refiding  at 
Paris :  And  however  ungrateful  I 
may  in  this  Publication  appear ,  as 
l  thought  they  contain'd  fame  Re¬ 
marks  which  might  be  ufeful  to  Ma¬ 
ny ,  I  could  not  ref  ram  giving  them 
the  Publicity  after  reducing  their 
Bulk. ,  and  in  fome  meafure ,  digejl- 
ing  the  Thoughts ,  which  siot  being 

A  2  defgnd 


deftg  rid  for  Public  Perufal \  were 
confequently fomewhat  uncouth  :  And 
if  in  this  Attempt ,  I  have  not  ex- 
prefs  d  every  Hint  with  that  Accu¬ 
racy  of  Stile  the  Author  would  per¬ 
haps  have  done  ( as  on  confulting 
him j  I  Jhould  certainly  have 
been  fruft rated  in  my  Defgn)  the 
Reader  mufl  excufe  any  Errors , 
which  from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
could  not  be  avoided. 

And  here  I  muft  (if  I  may  ufe 
the  ExpreJJion)  make  a  bold  Pufh 
to  beg  my  Correfpondent  s  Pardon , 
in  Publijhing  (without  his  Leave  J 
the  Papers  He  defgrid  Only  for  my 
own  Reading . 
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arative 


Of  the  Practice  of 


SURGERY.  P&c. 


»  *  X. 

N  the  Hotel-Dieu,  the  Wards 
are  very  lofty,  and  proportion- 
able  in  Length  and  Breadth, 
but  are  fo  crouded  with  Beds,  that 
I  can’t  give  the  exadt  Dimensions  : 
The  Patients  are  here,  generally,  in 
Number  about  Four-thoufand,  more 
or  lefs ;  they  are  wdll  nourifhed, 
and  kept  tolerably  clean  ;  grown 
People  lie  from  one  to  four  in 
Bed,  Children  from  one  to  ten. 
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The  Surgeons  drefs  their  Patients 
twice  a  Day,  viz .  at  Five  o’  Clock 
in  the  Morning,  and  at  Three  in 
the  Afternoon.  Students  have  Li¬ 
berty  to  vifit  any  Part  of  this  Ho- 
fpital  but  the  Lying-in  Ward  ;  they 
formerly  had  Liberty  to  fee  this 
Practice,  but,  on  repeated  Irregula¬ 
rities,  this  great  Privilege  was  pro¬ 
hibited  by  an  abfolute  Order  from 
the  King. 

Le  Charitee  is  the  completed; 
Hofpital  I  ever  faw,  having  no  more 
Smell  than  a  private  Houfe ;  it  con¬ 
tains  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  Pa¬ 
tients,  all  Men,  who  are  taken  care 
of  by  Priefts,  a  Pried  being  Apo¬ 
thecary,  and  fo  on,  to  the  meaned 
Servitude.  The  Floors  are  of  Brick, 
round  in  the  Middle,  and  flat  on 
each  Side.  It  is  divided  into  five 
Wards,  all  on  the  fame  Floor,  and 
each  decorated  with  feveral  admi¬ 
rable  Paintings ;  the  Wards  are  very 
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lofty,  the  largeft  is  about  lixty 
Yards  in  length,  and  twelve  in 
Breadth. 

The  Patients  (hpre)  are  drefs’d  at 
Seven  o’  Clock  in  the  Morning,  and 
Three  in  the  Afrernoon ;  the  Num¬ 
ber  ot  Surgeons  Patients  is  only 
thirtv-two,  the  others  being  all 
Phyheal  Cafes ;  thefe  arc  vifited 
every  Morning. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  before  I 
enter  on  Surgery,  to  write  a  few 
Words  on  their  Practice  of  Phylick, 
which  conhfts  in  little  more  than 
repeated  Bleedings,  Clyfters,  and 
Ptifan  ;  be  the  Cafe  what  it  will, 
they  never  vary  their  Preicriptions, 
but  repeat  the  fame  iterum  atque 
iterutn ,  till  Death  interferes,  vel 
Natura  evincit  M or  bum.  They 
have  great  Depend  ance  on  their 
Ptifan  ;  which  induces  me  to  give 
you  the  Compofition. 


B  Z 


R  Hordei 


R  Hordei  confridt.  et  loti  jij. 

Rad.  Graminis  purgatse  et  obtrits 
Coque  in  aq.  commun.  q.  f.  ad  flbviij. 
Sub  finem  Codionem  ad. 

Rad.  Glyz.  contufje,  §fs.  Qua  injeda, 
ftatim  vas  remove  ab  Igne — Cola,  pro 
Ufu. 

Some  great  Authors  liqve  faid, 
Hhe  more  Jimph  the  Practice  of  Phy- 
Bck ,  the  better  ;  If  fo,  certainly  the 
French  Phylicians  have  done  their 
Parts  in  reducing  its  Copioufnefs  ; 
for,  in  the  moil  languid  Cafes,  they 
feldom  ufe  any  Cordial  Medicines, 
but  flick  (as  Quacks  to  a  Noffrum) 
to  thofe  abovemen  tion’d. 

I  proceed  now,  to  give  you  a  con  -■ 
cife  Account  of  the  Practice  of  Sur- 

.»  ..  i  • 

gery  in  both  Hofpitals,  with  as 
much  Accuracy  as  my  Time  will 
permit. 

It  is  generally  faid  in  England, 
among  the  Common  People,  and 

fome- 
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fometimes  among  the  Learned,  That 
a  Man  cannot  be  a  good.  Surgeon 
and  Acoucheur ,  without  a  T our  to 
Paris:  This  Opinion  was,  fome 
Years  fince,  univerfal,  and  proba¬ 
bly  would  have  ftill  continued,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  known  Improve¬ 
ments  of  Mr.  Cheselden,  and  his 
Cotemporary  Mr.  Fern;  whole 
Merits  and  Abilities  have  been  e- 
qualled  by  Mr.  Sharp  and  ethers. 
Yet,  notwithftanding  the  Sand  ion 
of  an  Education  at  St  Thomas’s  or 
Guy’s,  the  Generality  in  England 
have  a  better  Opinion  of  the  Abili¬ 
ties  of  a  Surgeon  educated  Abroad. 
Several  Inflances  of  this  Kind  1  have 
obferv’d  ;  nay,  I  have  known  fome 
People  that  have  abfented  them-, 
felves  from  their  native  Place  about 
three  Months  ;  during  which  Time, 
it  has  been  whifper’d  about  Town, 
they  were  gone  to  Paris  for  Im¬ 
provement.  They  have  return’d  at 

the 


the  appointed  Time,  accouter’d  a 
la  mode  de  Paris ;  talk  of  the  Prac- 
tices ,  Cufioms ,  and  large  &cs, 
which  they  never  fee  ;  and  thus  pafs 
in  the  Neighbourhood  as  accom- 
plifh’d  Surgeons  and  Acoucheurs, 
or  what  not  ? 


Now  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  this 
Tour,  far  from  being  of  Service,  is 
quite  the  reverfe,  unlefs  a  Perfon  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  Surgery 
in  England y  and  has  Judgment  e- 
nough  to  diftinguifh  the  good  from 
the  bad  Practice,  and  Senfe  enough 
to  ufe  the  one  and  not  the  other  ;  to 
fuch  a  Perfon  the  Journey  may  be 
well  enough  ;  but,  How  many  igr 
norant  and  unexperienced  Fellows 
think  themfelves  good  Surgeons , 
when  they  have  been  at  Paris  /  In 
fine,  Surgery  is  but  little  under  flood 
even  amongfl  its  Practitioners  (I 
mean,  thofe)  that  have  been  educa- 
ed  Abroad,  yet  almoft  every  Perfon 

thinks 


thinks  the  French  the  beft  Surgeons 
in  the  World.  As,  for  Proof  : 

A  certain  Surgeon  of  Repute  in 
"London  came  and  reiided  here  a- 
bout  fix  Weeks  laft  Summer,  du¬ 
ring  which  Time  he  went  thro’  a 
Courfe  of  Operations  with  Mr. 
Lewis*,  and  a  Courfe  of  Bandages 
with  Mr.  Farien  s  -f  Boy  ;  and  re¬ 
ceiv’d  fuch  Improvements,  that,  on 
his  Return  to  London ,  he  gave  a 
publick  Courfe  of  Lectures  of  Dif- 
eafes,  Operations,  and  Bandages 
What  firft  gave  the  Englijh  fo  high 
an  Opinion  of  the  French  Surgeons , 
I  can’t  take  upon  me  to  determine  j 

*  Mr.  Lewis  is  as  known  a  Coxcomb  as  any 
in  Paris ,  and  his  Courfe  of  Operations  efteem’d 
one  of  the  worft ,  being  unacquainted  with  Prac¬ 
tice,  and  having  Scarcity  of  Subjedls. 

t  A  B°y<>  which  Mr,  Farien  keeps  to  difledb 
for  him  in  his  Ledlures  *,  v/ho  now  and  then 
picks  up  a  few  Louis-d’Ors,  by  pretending  to 
teach  others. 

t  For  Particulars  of  this  Courfe,  fee  the  Pub- 
lick  Papers  of  September ,  1749. 

it 
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it  might  formerly  arife  from  the 
Advantages  of  publick  Practice  (as 
Hofoitals  were  not  then  fo  numerous 
in  England. ;  as  they  now  are.)  But 
tins  Reafon  at  prefent  bears  no  Va¬ 
lidity;  lor  whoever  attends  the  Ho- 
fpitals  of  London  and  Paris ,  will 
learn,  at  the  Firfc,  the  Practice  and 
Uperations  of  Surgery,  and  at  the 
Latter,  nothing  but  Cruelty,  Sloven- 
linefs,  and  Inhumanity!  But  of  this 
hereafter. 

T  he  Reafons  generally  given  for 
the  fuperior  Advantages  to  Students 
in  Surgery  at  Paris ,  are,  That  they 
have  Liberty  to  attend  the  Plofpi- 
tals  gratis ,  and  have  a  greater  Plen¬ 
ty  of  Subjects  for  Diffedtiom  Thefe 
Advantages,  ’tis  certain,  they  en¬ 
joy  ;  but  the  Expence  of  Travelling, 
&*€.  fcarce  makes  the  hrll  Advan¬ 
tage  any  at  all ;  and  the  Expence 
of  the  other  is  not  fo  trivial  as  Peo¬ 
ple  imagine.  I  differed  ne’er  a 
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Body  in  Paris ,  but  what  lay  me  in 
two  Guineas.  I  believe,  Bodies  (for 
Diffection  and  Improvement)  are 
no  where  made  To  bad  Ule  of  (per¬ 
haps,  occalion’d  by  the  Eafe  with 
which  they  are  obtain’d.)  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  feen  four  differing 
in  a  Theatre  at  one  Time,  foon  af¬ 
ter  my  Arrival :  And  had  there,  the 
good  Fortune  to  fee  every  Part,  al- 
moft,  differed  to  View ;  but  was 
much  furpris’d  to  fee  the  Fafcia  left 
on  moft  of  the  Mufcles,  and,  in 
fome  Places*  great  Portions  of  the 
Membrana  Adipofa  •  the  Mufcles 
tore  one  from  the  other,  I  wifh  I 
could  fay,  feparated  ;  this,  indeed, 
might  not  arife  from  Want  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  but  good  Knives,  there  be¬ 
ing  no  good  Diffedting-knives  in 
Paris ,  confequently,  no  good  Dif¬ 
fering  ;  their  principal  Inftrument 
is  the  Biftree. 


I  can’t 
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I  can’t  here,  omit  mentioning  the 
Behaviour  of  thefe  People,  who  are 
faid,  in  England ,  to  be  the  mod 
courteous  and  complaifant  of  any  in 
Europe  .-As  I  was  chiefly  conver- 
fant  with  the  Surgeons,  I  fhall  con¬ 
fine  myfelf  rnoftly  to  their  Manners. 
The  fir  ft  Day  I  entered  one  of  their 
Holpitals,  a  Fiftula  in  Ano  was  to 
be  dilated  ;  a  Friend,  whofe  Bufi- 
nefs  led  him  to  get  as  nigh  the  Bed, 
where  the  Operation  was  to  be  per¬ 
form’d  as  poflible,  accomplifh’d  his 
Defire  pretty  eafily  ;  but  juft  be¬ 
fore  the  Operation,  one  of  the  young. 
Barbers  collar’d  him,  and  pull’d  him 
by  his  fuperior  Strength  into  the 
Middle  of  the  Ward  ;  this  he  was 
oblig’d  to  bear,  cequo  ammo  •  and 
afterwards  to  be  the  Occafion  of  a 
general  Laughter.  This  Affront  I 
Jhould  never  have  mention'd,  as  a 
Proof  of  their  Ill-manners,  had  he 
been  the  only  Perfon  who  met 
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with  fuch  Ufage .  Many  of  our 
Countrymen,  who  were  here  at  the 
fame  Time  for  Improvement,  met 
with  Affronts  much  more  dderving 
of  Refentment.  Their  Behaviour 
to  young  Students,  efpecially  Eng-~ 
lijh ,  is  in  general  brutiih.  The 
Appearance  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  is 
as  mean  and  defpicable  as  can  be 
conceiv’d ;  the  meaneft  Tourney^ 
man  Barber  I  ever  faw  in  London^ 
is  equal  to  them  in  Drefs  and  Com- 
plaifance :  I  don’t  now  wonder, 
that  Surgeons  here  are  not  refpecfed 
as  Gentlemen,  for  really  there  is 
fcarce  the  Appearance  of  one  in  the 
whole  Crew.  The  Pupils  (or  ra¬ 
ther  young  Barbers)  look,  when  to¬ 
gether  (fetting  afi.de  the  powder’d 
Coat)  like  a  Company  of  new  Re¬ 
cruits  without  their  Regimentals.  I 
have  hitherto  fpoke  of  the  Garmons 
only,  but  fhall  now  fpeak  in  particu¬ 
lar  of  fome  of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons.  I 

C  2  havp 
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have  heard  fome  of  thefe  ufe  the 
moft  ill-natur’d  Expreflions  they 
could  invent,  to  a  Patient,  for  cry¬ 
ing  out  while  they  were  mangling 
Jiim  with  a  Knife,  which  to  Ap¬ 
pearance  was  as  dull  as  an  Englifh 
Coulter.  They  are  likewife  very 
liberal  with  their  Blows ;  which,  to 
a  humane  and  charitable  Man,  is 
really  fhocking :  This  I  can  fay, 
that  no  Beggar  I  ever  beheld,  de¬ 
manded  more  Pity  than  thefe  Pa¬ 
tients.  To  fupport  this  Part  of  my 
Letter,  I’ll  recite  ©ne  Inftance  to 
which  I  was  an  Eye-witnefs.  A 
poor  Man,  having  fractur’d  his  Leg 
in  a  terrible  Manner,  was  immedi¬ 
ately  brought  to  the  Hotel-Dieu  ; 
while  the  Surgeon  (with  great  Force) 
was  making  the  Extenfion,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  (as  is  natural)  cried  out ;  on 
which,  the  Surgeon  fuddenly  flung 
down  the  Leg,  and  beat  the  poor 
Man  in  as  enrag’d  a  Manner  as  if 

he 
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he  had  greatly  injur’d  him.  What 

a  {hocking  Sight  was  this ! - Mife- 

rabtle  diEiu  ! 

The  Surgeons  are,  in  general, 
very  ungenteel  to  Students  that  are 
recommended  to  them:  "When  any 
one  delivers  a  recommendatory  Let¬ 
ter,  or  pays  them  any  Compliment, 
they  coolly  anfwer,  but  feldom  (I 
believe  never)  think  any  more  of  it ; 
nor  ever  feem  to  know  the  Perfon 
after  ;  therefore  I  really  think,  all 
Letters  of  Recommendation  are  ra¬ 
ther  prejudicial  than  otherwife.  The 
French  are  far  from  being  complai- 
fant  and  civil  to  Rnglijhmen  ;  it  is 
efteem’d  a  great  A6t  among  them 
to  impofe  upon  Strangers,  which 
they  do  very  liberally.  I  could  go 
on  much  farther  with  common  Cuf- 
toms  ;  but  as  this  is  quite  foreign 
to  my  Intentions,  and  would  great¬ 
ly  furpafs  the  intended  Brevity  of 
this  Letter,  1  muft  defift,  and  con¬ 
fine 
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fine  myfelf  to  the  Obfervations  and 
Practice  I  propos’d. 

All  Ulcers,  in  thefe  Hofpitals, 
feem  to  have  the  fame  Treatment; 
but  before  I  fpeak  of  them,  I’ll  juft 
mention  the  Medicines  they  princi¬ 
pally  (I  might  fay,  always)  ufe. 

In  the  Middle  of  each  principal 
Ward,  are  three  Charcoal  Fires,  o- 
ver  which,  are  a  great  Pan  of  Ca- 
taplafm ;  a  Pan  of  black  Dige- 
ftive  *  ;  and  a  VelTel  with  fome 
French  Brandy  and  Oil  of  Turpen¬ 
tine  :  Thefe  are  their  topical  and 
univerfal  Applications.  They  don’t 
feem  to  take  any  Notice  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  Ulcers,  whether  Ca¬ 
ries  or  putrid,  old  or  recent,  deep 
or  fuperficial.  For  they  treat  all 
alike  (/.  e.)  drefs  them  with  black 
Digeftive  fpread  upon  Sharpee  -f, 

*  The  Bafilicon  of  the  Shops, 
f  A  kind  of  Lint,  being  the  crofs  Threads 
of  coarfe  Cloth,  feparated  for  that  Purpofe. 

and 
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and  afterwards  (be  the  Part  ever  fo 
inflam’d)  apply  their  Poultice  al- 
moft  boiling  hot  over  the  Whole; 
or  otherwife,  by  way  of  Repellent, 
Defenfative  and  Retentive,  they  co¬ 
ver  the  Part  with  a  Piece  of  Adhe¬ 
sive  Plaifter,  which  is  generally  firft 
dipt  in  hot  Spirits.  This,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  rauft  be  very  painful  to  the 
Patients ;  but  their  Cafe  is  but  little 
conflder’d,  for  the  French  Practi¬ 
tioners  in  general,  handle  Wounds 
very  roughly.  The  Virtues  of  the 
Ceratum  de  Lap.  Calamin.  are  here 
unknown,  at  leaf!  never  relied  on. 
They  wipe  all  Wounds  with  coarfe 
Cloth  ;  I  have  obferv’d  them  very 
carefully  wiping  fome,  where  the 
Difcharge  was  very  good,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  drefs  others,  that  have 
difcharg’d  a  putrid,  ichorous,  yel¬ 
low,  or  foetid  Matter,  in  all  their 
Naftinefs,  without  any  Wiping  at 
all.  This  they  urge  was  to  prevent 

the 
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the  Air  having  a  bad  Effect ;  which 
they  imagine  has  a  detrimental  In¬ 
fluence  on  Sores  in  general.  Yet, 
were  they  not  too  knowing  to  learn, 
the  Obfervations  a  learned  Author  * 
has  publilh’d  on  that  Topic,  might 
fufficiently  convince  them,  their 
Opinion  in  this  Point  was  errone¬ 
ous.  But  thefe  Gentlemen  have  fo 
high  an  Opinion  of  their  own 
Judgment,  that  tho’  Improvements 
in  Surgery  are  daily  produc’d  by  o~ 
ther  Nations,  particularly  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  tho’  thefe  Improvements  are 
founded,  not  on  Reafon  only,  but 
Experience,  and  warranted  by  the 
mofl  accurate  Obfervations,  and  re¬ 
commended  from  a  long  Series  of 
Succefs,  they  are  endow’d  with  a 
Sort  of  Self-fufficiency,  which  ren¬ 
ders  them  (thro’  Pride)  incapable  of 
Inftrudtion.  I’ll  illuftrate  their  Ob  • 
ftinacy  in  one  Circumftance,  viz. 

*  Vide  Sharp’ j  Surgery . 

Cutting 
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Cutting  for  the  Stone  j  they  reject 
Mr.  Cheselden’s  Improvement,  to 
avoid  wounding  the  Branch  which 
runs  from  the  Hypogaftrick  Artery, 
imagining  terrible  Confequences 
would  thence  enfue  :  But,  I  believe, 
the  Fear  of  an  Flasmorrhage  is  not 
fo  much  their  Obje&ion  to  his  Me¬ 
thod,  as  their  Obftinacy  in  not  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Improvement  of  another 
Nation,  efpecially  the  Englijh1 
whom  they  cordially  hate.  They 
mull  be  fenlible,  that  carrying  the 
Inftrument  thro’  the  Ligamentous 
Parts  of  the  Urethra  (which  they 
always  do  in  their  Method  of  Ope¬ 
rating)  mull,  by  contuiing  and  la¬ 
cerating  the  Parts,  be  of  vvorfe  Con- 
fequence,  than  could  enlue  on 
wounding  the  Artery  abovemention- 
ed  ;  which  (in  Children)  rarely  hap¬ 
pens,  and,  when  divided,  is  with 
great  Eafe  remedied  by  an  expedi¬ 
tious  Ufe  of  the  Curve  Needle  ;  in- 

O  deed, 
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deed,  it  would  be  more  difficult  for 
a  French ,  than  an  Englijh  Surgeon, 
as  they  are  not  fo  converfant  in  its 
Ufe :  And  their  Needle’s  being  but 
little  curv’d,  renders  their  Ufe  diffi¬ 
cult  in  any  Part,  particularly  in  this, 
where  fo  much  confin’d  for  Room  ; 
their  Opening  being  feldom  more 
than  an  Inch  and  Quarter  in  Adults, 
and  in  Children  never  above  one 
Inch. 

0 

■  The  French ,  tho’  they  fometimes 
allow  an  Englijh  Surgeon  to  have 
great  Judgment  in  Cafes  and  Ope¬ 
rations,  will  not  allow  he  can  drefs 
Wounds  well,  for  Want  of  good 
Lint.  On  what  Grounds  they  ex¬ 
claim  againft  ours,  I  cannot  judge  ; 
but,  in  thefe  Hofpitals,  I  never  faw 
a  Piece  of  good  Lint,  during  my 
Stay.  What  they  ufe  is  the  Threads 
of  coarfe  Cloth,  which  to  the 
Touch  is  very  hard,  and,  if  ap¬ 
plied  dry,  muft  be  painful ;  but 
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this  they  feldom  do,  as  they  have  a 
fort  of  Averfion  to  dry  Applications. 
For  common  Ufe,  they  make  of  this 
Sharpee  a  kind  of  Pledgit,  in  which, 
with  thefc  coarfe  Threads  (let  the 
Surgeon  be  ever  fo  dextrous)  there 
will  be  a  very  hard  Knot  in  or  near 
the  Middle.  This  muft,  doubtlefs, 
be  very  unealy  to  a  tender  Wound ; 
I  think  the  fine  Tow,  ufed  com¬ 
monly  in  England  (fuppofing  they 
had  no  Lint)  would  be  much  pre¬ 
ferable  to  their  Sharpee,  in  Refpecl 
to  the  Patient’s  Eafe  (which  certain¬ 
ly  ought  to  be  confulted)  and  as  it 
would  abforp  more  Matter.  If  this, 
then,  be  on  an  Equality  wTith  their’s, 
how  much  preferable  is  our  Lint  ! 
being  much  fofter,  neater,  and  (con- 
fequently)  much  cafier  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient.  Thefe  fuperior  Advantages, 
I  think,  make  it  evident,  that  the 
Englijh  Lint  is  as  much  preferable 
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to  the  French ,  as  fine  Tow  to 
hempen  Herds.  T o  make  a  French¬ 
man  believe  this,  is  like  wafhing  a 
Biackmoor  white  ;  having  been  fa 
long  prejudic  d  in  Opinion,  they 
would  think  it  a  Crime  in  one  ano¬ 
ther  to  allow  any  good  Qualities  to 
Surgeons  of  another  Nation.  Thus, 
tho"  the  Englijh  continue  to  make 
Improvements  in  every  Refpedt,  fu- 
perior  to  the  French ,  they  will  not 
eafily  obtain  an  equal  Share  of  Me¬ 
rit  or  Reputation  ;  but  of  this  let 
every  Perfon  judge. 

I  can  t  be  particular  on  any  kind 
of  Ulcer,  as  they  treat  all  alike; 
therefore  more  would  be  tedious  ; 
and  I  fhall  proceed  to  fhew  their 
Method  of  opening  Abfcefies,  and 
Manner  of  drefiing  them  ;  with 
their  Manner  of  treating  recent  Cuts, 
and  Wounds  of  the  Head,  &c.  I 
fhall  annex  a  Cafe  of  each,  as  they 

occur’d 
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occur’d  to  me  while  attending  thefe 
Hofpitals. 

All  Abfceflcs  after  Fevers,  which 
are  doubtlefs,  the  critical  Difcharge 
of  the  malignant  Humours,  are  o- 
pen’d  by  Incilion  ;  the  Wound  is 
immediately  cramm’d  full  of  coarfe 
Cloth,  or  Sharpee,  generally  the 
former  ;  if  any  Veffcls  bleed  pretty 
freely,  they  flop  them  with  Doffils 
dipt  in  Spirits  of  Turpentine,  or 
fome  Styptic  Powder ;  rarely  apply 
the  Needle.  They  remove  their 
Drefiings  the  fecond  Day,  which 
generally  occafions  acute  Pain,  and 
a  frefh  Haemorrhage.  As  they  have 
no  Notion  of  wetting  their  Dref¬ 
fings  with  warm  Water,  in  order  to 
bring  them  off  eafy,  I  think  the 
coarfe  Cloth  preferable  to  Sharpee, 
as  it  may  be  remov’d  at  once,  and 
with  more  Eafe  to  the  Patient.  In 
a  large  Abfcefs,  tho’  the  Skin  is 
much  difcolour’d,  they  never  cut 

any 
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any  of  it  away;  the  Dreffings  are 
(as  in  Ulcers)  a  Continuation  of  the 
black  Digeftive  ;  and  be  the  Dif- 
charge  little  or  much,  the  Abfcefs 
great  or  fmall,  the  Patient  is  drefs’d 
twice  a  Day ;  which,  as  they  are  fo 
terribly  frighted  at  the  Air’s  coming 
to  a  Wound,  feems  to  me  a  Para- 
)  dox. 

Scrophulous  Tumors  they  open 
by  Cauftic,  leaving  the  Efchars  for 
'  Nature  to  fuppurate,  and  never  af- 
fift  with  the  Knife. 

Venereal  Tumors,  the  Pox,  and 
Claps,  they  cure  by  Salivation,  ma¬ 
king  the  Mercurial  Courfe,  weaker 
or  ftronger,  according  as  the  Stage 
of  the  Diftemper  indicates.  They 
never  open  Buboes,  but  leave  the 
Matter  to  be  abforp’d  and  evacuated, 
•  by  the  Salivation.  But  how  contra¬ 
ry  this  Practice  is  to  Nature,  we 
may  be  convinc’d  by  Experience, 
and  the  Opinion  of  the  memorable 

SVDEN- 
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SyDfeNHAM,  who  fuppofes  all  Tu¬ 
mors  that  tend  to  Suppuration  im¬ 
mediately  after  a  Fever,  or  arife 
from  any  Malignity  receiv’d  into  the 
Blood,  are  the  Crifis  of  the  Di  (tem¬ 
per  ;  and  their  Difcharge,  in  gene¬ 
ral  a  Radical  Cure.  That  Buboes 
difcharge  a  Portion  of,  if  not  the 
whole  Virus  of  the  Infedtion,  is  to 
me  evident,  from  an  Experiment  I 
try’d  on  a  Dog ;  in  whofe  Neck  I 
made  a  fmall  lncilion,  and  convey’d 
into  the  Wound,  fome  Drops  of  a 
frefh  Difcharge  from  a  Buboe  :  I 
obferv’d  him  carefully,  and  the 
eighth  Day,  his  Penis  was  fwell’d, 
and  a  little  of  it  hung  below  the 
Prepuce,  which  look’d  very  red  j 
he  whin  d  all  Day,  and  was  ever 
licking  his  Yard  ;  from  thefe  Symp¬ 
toms,  I  concluded  he  was  infected,  * 
I  knock’d  him  on  the  Plead  next 
Day,  left  he  fhould  do  Mifchief  to 
his  Species,  and  thinking  the  Expe¬ 
riment 
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riment  fomcwhat  cruel.  Now,  as 
there  is  a  Quantity,  more,  or  left, 
of  the  Venereal  Poifon  in  the  Dif- 
charge  of  a  Buboe,  how  bad  muft  be 
the  Practice  which  endeavours  to 
difperfe  them  !  (particularly  when 
the  Matter  is  already  form’d)  as  the 
abforp’d  Virus  muft  certainly  vitiate 
the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  and  Juices 
again,  which  might  probably  be 
wholly  difcharg’d  by  the  Abfcefs ; 
and  the  Patient  in  Confequence  of 
fuch  Difcharge,  with  little  Trouble 
and  few  Medecines,  become  perfect¬ 
ly  healthful.  On  the  contrary  (by 
the  French  Practice)  his  Cure  is  fe- 
vere,  viz.  a  Salivation  of  a  Month, 
or  probably,  (nay  generally)  longer  ; 
and  Inftances  are  not  unfrequent, 
where  this  Virus  is  fo  great,  as  to 
reftft  repeated  Salivations. 

Wounds  lacerated,  or  made  by  a 
{harp  Inftrument,  are  drefs’d  alike, 
with  hot  Oil  of  Turpentine:  Thefe 

they 
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they  likewife  open  on  the  fccond 
Day  from  the  Accident,  after  the 
two  Or  three  firft  Dreffirigs,  they 
have  Recourfe  to  their  common  Di- 
geftive  with  which  they  finifh  the 
Cure  ;  they  fubdue  Fungufes  of  all 
Kinds,  with  the  Cauftic.  Lunar. 

They  little  regard  Wounds  of  the 
Head,  but  treat  them  with  equal 
Indifference,  cramming  them,  if 
finous,  very  full  of  Sharpee  dipt 
as  ufual  in  hot  Oil  of  Turpentine, 
in  order  to  keep  them  open,  and  to 
prevent  an  Erofion  of  the  Pericra¬ 
nium  ;  the  Confequence  of  this 
Treatment  is  very  bad  ;  but  of  this 
more  hereafter. 

In  the  Ufe  of  Sutures,  their  Prac¬ 
tice  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  England  * 
They  lay  down  pretty  fimilar  Rules. 
Mr.  Moreau ,  Premier  Surgeon  of 
the  Hotel-Dieu,  and  a  Man  of 
the  moft  Eminence  in  Paris ,  afierts, 
There  is  never  Occafion  to  ufe  the 

E  Suture 
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Suture  for  divided  Tendons.,  as  they* 
unite  again,  equally  well,  with  any 
other  flefhy  Subftance,  only  requi¬ 
ring  more  Time.  He  has  lately 
had  two  Cafes,  where  the  Tendo- 
Achilles  has  been  divided,  and  both 
have  done  well  without  the  Suture* 
Only  proper  Bandages  and  Reft,  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  in  this  Acci¬ 
dent  :  He  keeps  all  his  Patients  in 
Bed,  nine  or  ten  Weeks. 

Fiftula’s  in  Perinceo  they  cure 
with  the  Bougie ,  and  almoft  every 
Surgeon  here,  has  a  Secret  of  this 
Kind  ;  they  don’t  leave  the  Cure 
intirely  to  the  Candle,  but  apply  a 
warm  Cataplafm  to  the  Tumor  once 
or  twice  a  Day  ;  and  if  the  Peri- 
■nceum  is  ulcerated,  they  deftroy  the 
Callofities  with  the  Caufcic.  Thefe 
Cures  are  generally  ten  Weeks  in 
pefecting. 

Mr.  Daran ,  has  Orders  to  try  his 
Bougie  in  the  Holpital  of  Invalids ; 

where 
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where  if  it  lucceeds,  ’tis  imagin’d 
the  King  will  purchafe  the  Secret, 
this  is  look’d  upon,  as  a  furprifing 
Improvement  in  Surgery,  yet  I  am 
inclin’d  to  think,  it  is  crept  into  too 
general  Ule. 

11  Strictures  of  the  Urethra  and 
Sphin&er  Vejica ,  are  primarily  oc¬ 
casion ’d  by  Inflammation  *  nor  is 
this  Inflammation  always  the  Ef¬ 
fect  of  Claps  (as  imagin’d]  but  is 
fometimes  conftitutional,  as  I  have 
feen.  I  remember  a  Cafe,  where 
the  Canal  of  the  Urethra,  was  fo 
much  obftruCted  and  clos’d,  from 
the  Head  of  the  Penis  to  the  Blad¬ 
der,  that  the  fmalleft  Sound  could 
not  be  introduc’d  ;  and  the  Patient 
was  never  clap’d.  The  third  Day 
after  the  Suppreflion  of  Urine,  the 
Operation  oi  the  Paracentejis  was 
perform’d,  which  gave  him  imme¬ 
diate  Relief ;  the  Urine  look’d  very 
black,  and  fmelt  extremely  foetid  ; 

E  2  he 


[  48  ] 

he  liv’d  ten  Days  after  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  The  Urethra  was  open’d  af¬ 
ter  his  Death,  which  appear’d  quite 
found,  except  in  a  few  Places,  the 
Lacuna  look’d  very  red.  The  in¬ 
ternal  Coat  of  the  Bladder  was  eafl- 
ly  feparated  from  the  other  ;  look’d 
black,  and  fmelt  ftrong.  The  Sur¬ 
geon  concern’d  for  this  Patient,  (tho* 
a  Man  of  great  Skill  and  Experi¬ 
ence)  had  fo  much  Faith  in  the 
Bougie ,  that  he  neither  order’d  the 
Patient  to  be  let  Blood,  nor  us’d 
any  Sort  of  Evacuations.  The  Ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Bougie  therefore,  is 
more  difficult  than  is  commonly 
imagin’d.  For  to  know,  when  the 
Strictures  are  occaflon’d  by  Venereal 
Taints,  or  are  the  Effects  of  In¬ 
flammation  from  other  Caufes,  re-r 
quires  lomething  fuperipr  to  a  com¬ 
mon  Judgment.  I’ve  obferv’d,  that 
thofe  Strictures  which  do  not  arife 
from  Venereal  Caufes,  are  always 

univer- 


[  29  ] 

univerfal ;  whereas,  thofe  that  arife 
from  Venereal  Taints,  are  only  in 
particular  Parts  of  the  Urethra ,  and 
are  generally  found,  immediately  at 
the  Nut  and  about  the  Middle  of 
the  Penis ,  and  at  the  Neck  of  the 
Bladder  :  In  the  firft  of  thefe  Dif- 
orders,  large  Evacuations  by  Bleed¬ 
ing  and  Purging,  are  as  fuccefsful, 
as  the  Bougie  in  the  latter  ;  but 
whoever  thinks  to  cure  the  former  by 
Bougies  will  certainly  mifcarry,  as  it 
is  conftitutional :  And  whoever  at¬ 
tempts  to  cure  the  latter  by  Eva¬ 
cuations  only,  will  likewife  fail,  be- 
caufe  the  Diforder  is  local.  There¬ 
fore  young  Surgeons,  Ihould  care¬ 
fully  examine  into  the  primary 
Caufe  of  thofe  Diforders  which  af- 
fedl  the  Urethra ,  and  not  depend 
too  much  on  the  Bougie ,  tho’  it  is 
on  all  Hands  agreed,  to  be  a  Speci- 
fick  for  every  Malady  that  obftru&s 
Urine. 


To 
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To  fupport  what  I  have  advanc’d 
on  their  general  Treatment  ©f 
Wounds,  & fc.  I  lhall  produce  three 
Cafes.  The  firft  is  of  a  Man  who 
had  a  large  Abfcefs,  form’d  on  the 
Outfide  of  the  right  Thigh  after  a 
Fever  :  He  was  brought  to  Le  Cha- 
ritee ;  where  by  the  Afilftance  of 
Poultices,  in  four  Days,  it  was  quite 
compleat  and  very  large  ;  the  Skin 
about  four  Fingers  Breadth  below 
the  great  ‘Trochanter  (the  moll  pro¬ 
minent  Part)  was  much  difcolour’d, 
and  feem’d  very  thin  :  It  was  open¬ 
ed  the  feventh  Day,  by  mere  Punc¬ 
ture,  a  large  Quantity  of  good  Pus 
prefs’d  out,  and  then,  as  much 
Sharpee  as  the  Orifice  would  admit, 
thruft  into  it,  he  refted  well  the  firft: 
Night,  but  the  next  Day  was  in  vio¬ 
lent  Pain ;  was  dreft  the  fecond  Day, 
according  to  Cuftom  with  a  Roll  of 
Sharpee  about  the  Thicknefs  of  one’s 
Thumb,  the  End  of  which  was  dipt 

in 
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in  black  Digeftive,  and  cramm’d 
into  the  Abfcefs  about  fix  Inches  in 
Length,  and  renew’d  twice  a  Day. 
The  Patient  remain’d  in  continual 
Pain,  which  I  attribute  to  the  Dref- 
lings  and  Confinement  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter.  This  Method  was  continued  to 
the  eleventh  Day,  nothing  worth 
Notice  occurring;  On  the  thirteenth, 
he  thought  himfelf  better,  and  did 
not  complain  of  any  Pain  while  dref- 
fing ;  from  this  to  the  nineteenth, 
he  eat  pretty  liberally,  the  Abfcefs 
difeharging  in  greater  Quantity  than 
the  preceding  Days :  The  20th,  he 

I  was  attack’d  with  a  Fever  and  Di¬ 
arrhoea,  which  kill’d  him  in  fix 
Days  after  its  Seizure. 

I  faw  this  Man  open’d,  and  the 
Thigh  difle&ed ;  the  Matter  had 
infinuated  itfelf,  betwixt  almoft  e- 
|i  very  Mufcle,  fome  of  which  was 

II  probably  taken  up  into  the  Courfe 
li  of  Circulation,  and  thus  occafion’d 

his 
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his  Death,  He  was  feemingly,  of  a 
good  Habit  of  Body,  and  not  much 
emaciated  by  the  Fever  which  pre¬ 
ceded  this  Abfcefs ;  had  he  furviv’d 
the  Diarrhoea,  I  am  pretty  certain, 
there  would  have  remain’d  a  very 
troublefome  (if  not  incurable)  Fiftu- 
la,  as  the  Dreffings  had  form’d  a 
fiftulous  Canal,  which  was  evident 
to  the  Sight ;  and  to  the  T ouch  like 
Horn  :  The  Joint  was  not  at  all  dif- 
eas’d,  and  this  convinces  me,  that 
if  the  Opening  had  been  fix  or  eight 
Inches  long,  inftead  of  one,  and  the 
difcolour’d  Skin  taken  off  at  the 
fame  Time,  the  Wound  afterwards 
daily  fomented  and  dreft  with  a  foft 
Digeftive,  he  very  probably  would 
have  recover’d,  as  I  have  feen  many 
in  England ,  to  all  Appearance  much 
worfe,  foon  do  well.  The  good  Ef¬ 
fects  of  large  Openings  in  Abfcefles 
(particularly  of  the  Thigh)  I  have 
frequently  feen  in  the  Hofpitals  of 

London ? 
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London ,  and  (vice  versa)  the  fatal 
Effects,  of  fmall,  occur  as  frequent, 

in  thofe  of  France. 

\  « 

Case  the  Second. 

A  poor  Man,  that  receiv’d  a  large 
Cut  on  the  Outfide  of  his  right  Arm, 
in  Length  jfttout  five  Inches,  from 
a  little  below  the  Elbow,  almoft  to 
the  Wrift,  was  dreft  up  with  hot  Oil 
of  Turpentine,  &c.  the  third  Day 
he  complain’d  of  great  Pain  with- 
infide  of  the  Arm  and  Hand  ;  he 
was  ftill  dreft  in  the  common  Way, 
On  the  fourth  Day,  the  Inflamma^ 
tion  was  extremely  great,  as  like- 
wife  the  Pain  ;  Oil  of  Turpentine, 
&c.  ( ut  ante )  with  the  Addition  of 
a  Poultice  :  The  filth,  he  thought 
himfelf  fomewhat  better ,  the 
Warmth  of  the  Poultice  having  pro¬ 
cur’d  him  Reft;  from  this  to  the 
ninth  Day,  he  was  in  extreme  Pain, 
very  feverilh  and  dry  ;T  from  thence 

F  te 
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to  the  1 5th,  much  ealier.  There 
was  now,  a  Collection  of  Matter 
from  the  Bend  of  the  Arm  to  the 
Palm,  which  the  next  Day  was  o- 
pened  by  an  Incilion  about  three 
Inches  in  Length  ;  and  this  dreft  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  before,  from 
the  1 6th  to  the  20th;  the  Difcharge 
was  very  great,  yet  there  remain’d  a 
large  Quantity  of  Matter  in  the 
Hand  which  Was  likevvife  open’d  the 
2 1  ft,  a  great  Difcharge  following 
the  Knife  :  By  palling  a  Probe  thro’ 
this  Incilion,  there  appear’d  a  Com¬ 
munication  with  the  former,  to  pre- 
ferve  which,  there  was  drawn  under 
the  Carpal  Ligament,  a  Strip  of 
Cloth  about  an  Inch  wide,  and  near 
a  Foot  long.  This  was  brought  out 
again  at  the  firft  Opening,  and  was 
drawn  backwards  and  forwards,  in 
the  Manner  of  a  Seaton,  every  Drel- 
fing  ;  one  Day  wetted  with  Spirits 
of  Wine,  and  the  other  with  Oil 
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of  Turpentine;  and  now  and  then, 
with  warm  Balfam  :  The  two  O- 
penings,  were  dreft  with  hot  Oil  of 
Turpentine  and  Sharpee  Tents 
cramm’d  in  as  tight  as  the  Patient 
could  bear.  This  continued  to  the 
30  th  Day,  during  which,  nothing 
remarkable  happen’d.  The  3  2d,  he 
had  no  Sleep,  and  complain’d  of 
greater  Pain;  next  Day,  the  Dif- 
charge  was  increas’d  and  very  ftink- 
ing,  the  V agina  s  of  moft  (and  feme) 
of  the  Tendons  themfelves  Hough’d 
off;  in  four  Days  after,  he  was  taken 
with  cold  Sweats,  and  died. 

It  is  very  uncommon  for  recent 
Wounds,  where  there  is  no  Lacera¬ 
tion  or  Contufton,  which  are  com¬ 
mitted  immediately,  to  the  Care  of 
a  good  Surgeon,  to  produce  fuch  ter¬ 
rible  Events;  But  as  the  High  tell 
Accidents,  occafxon  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  Diforders,  under  the  Direction 
of  the  bcft,  while  at  another  Time, 

F  2  the 
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the  word  Symptoms  furmount  the 
vileffc  Treatment ;  (which  is  very 
confpicuous  in  Wounds  that  are  con¬ 
tinually  dreft  with  hard  Tents)  it 
is  here  neceflary,  to  run  over  a  fhort 
Rationale,  on  the  Occalion  of  thefe 
Maladies,  which  arife  frequently  from 
ill  Habit  of  Body,  and  as  frequently 
from  improper  Treatment.  As  this 
Conftitution  feem’d  pure,  I  am  a- 
fraid  the  whole  Train  of  Mifchiefs 
which  happen’d,  were  occalion’d  by 
the  latter. 

All  Wounds  are  fubjedt  to  Inflam¬ 
mation,  according  to  their  Size  and 
the  Difpolition  they  happen  to  ;  this 
diflipates  fooner  or  later,  according 
to  the  Treatment  of  the  Surgeon, 
and  the  good  or  bad  Habit  of  Body. 

The  State  of  everv  Inflammation 

J 

in  recent  Wounds,  may  be  known 
by  the  Colour,  Quantity,  and  Con¬ 
fidence  of  the  Matter  difcharg’d 
from  it  •  and  in  every  Cafe  where 

the 
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the  Difcharge  is  not  good,  there  is 
a  Degree  of  Inflammation,  which 
may  be  known  by  its  Afpeft ;  and 
during  the  Time  of  a  thin,  ferous 
Difcharge,  which  all  Wounds  are 
fubjebt  to,  there  is  certainly  a  great 
deal,  which  fubfides,  as  the  Matter 
gets  more  pure  ;  and  as  this  Matter 
alters  its  Colour  pretty  gradually,  ib 
gradually,  goes  off  the  attending  In¬ 
flammation,  at  which  Time,  the 
Wound  granulates,  and  looks  well. 

It  is  certain  that  every  Cut,  nay 
even  the  flighted:  Scratch  has  its 
Stage  of  Inflammation,  before  it  can 
heal  ;  therefore,  Nature  certainly 
muff  be  the  only  Guide  to  adapt  the 
juft  Height  or  Degree  of  this  Stage, 
and  any  Medicines  or  Applications, 
that  fhould  increafe  this  Inflamma¬ 
tion  beyond  the  Point  Nature  de¬ 
termin’d  it,  muft  certainly  fruftrate 
her  Intentions,  and  confequently, 
occafion  many  pernicious,  and  per¬ 
haps 


fiaps  fatal  Confequences,  Thus  like- 
wife,  where  there  is  good  Matter 
already  form’d,  and  there  is  little  or 
no  Inflammation,  the  renewing  that 
troublefome  Symptom,  by  any  im¬ 
proper  Application,  or  plugging  up 
the  Matter  with  hard  Tents,  and 
thus  checking  the  free  Difcharge 
which  Nature  had  excited,  mull  be 
equally  prejudicial.  Both  thefe  Con- 
fequences,  happen’d  in  this  Cafe  ; 
the  firft,  with  fluffing  a  recent 
Wound,  time  after  time  with  hot 
Oil  of  Turpentine  and  Sharpee 
Tents,  which  ’tis  evident,  oceafloned 
the  exceffive  Pain,  Inflammation 
and  Ahfcefles  within  the  Arm  and 
Hand  :  And  Secondly ,  when  thefe 
were  opened  by  drawing  a  Piece  of 
Cloth  under  the  Carpal  Ligament, 
among  the  Flexor  Tendons  to  pre- 
ferve  a  Communication  between 
the  Openings ;  thefe  were  the  foie 
Caufe  of  many  more  Inflammations 

and 
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and  Suppurations ;  for  no  fooner  one 
fubiided,  than  others  arofe.  Front 
this  Seaton  being  daily  drawn  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards,  (which  confe- 
quently  gave  the  Patient  great  Pain) 
the  Carpal  Ligament  at  his  Death, 
was  juft  worn  thro’,  the  Tendons 
almoft  all  Hough’d  away,  and  the 
Radius  and  Ulna  were  both  foul 
near  their  Extremities. 

Now  in  thefe  Cafes,  the  mod 
ftmple  Applications,  which  will  leaft 
interpofe  with  Nature’s  Efforts,  mud 
certainly  be  beft  '•  Among  thefe  per¬ 
haps,  none  fo  efficacious,  as  a  foft 
Digeftive  on  Lint,  or  perhaps  dry 
Lint,  foft  and  well  fcrap’d  j  and  an 
external  Plaifter,  of  Csrat.  de  Lap . 
Calam.  a  Cerate  ol  Wax,  Oil  and 
Sperma  Ceti ;  or  if  more  advifeable, 
a  Cataplafm  of  white  Bread  and 
Milk,  made  foft  with  a  proper  Oil. 
This  Treatment,  would  not  only 
be  more  judicious  and  eafy  to  the 

Patient, 
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Patient,  but  probably  be  attended 
with  more  Succefs,  than  that  above 
quoted. 

When  a  Wound  that  is  lacerated 
and  contus’d,  occafions  of  itfelf  a 
greater  Degree  of  Inflammation  than 
the  Surgeon  may  judge  necefiary  to 
promote  Suppuration,  how  prefe¬ 
rable  in  fuch  Circumftances  would 
it  be  to  ufe  Evacuations,  by  Bleed¬ 
ing,  Purges  or  Clyfters,  and  other 
Antiphlogiflick  Medicines,  than  thus 
by  purfuing  the  common  Track, 
pervert  Nature,  in  uflng  hot  Oil  of 
Turpentine,  &c.  which  are  as  far 
from  producing  the  Effedt  propos’d, 
as  a  hot  Iron  would  be,  if  apply’d 
to  any  Sore,  to  produce  a  Cicatrix. 

'  To  promote  Suppuration,  to  pre¬ 
vent  Mortifications,  Putrefadtions, 
they  have  been  long  in  great 
Efteem,  but  I  am  of  Opinion,  that 
a  too  liberal  Ufe  of  them,  efpecially 
in  flight  Cafes,  frequently  produces 
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the  very  Effedts  they  are  intended  td 
prevent;  as  by  their  Cauftic  Heat, 
they  mu  ft  often  increafe  an  Inflam¬ 
mation  to  a  greater  Height  than 
Nature  would  otherwife  carry  it. 
This  Gonjedture  allow’d,  ’tis  as  pro¬ 
bable  they  may  terminate  in  Morti¬ 
fications,  and  thence  in  Death,  as 
in  more  favourable  Events. 

I  remember,  a  compound  Frac¬ 
ture  in  the  Country,  where  feveral 
Surgeons  were  concern’d,  which  was 
dreft  with  hot  Oil  of  Turpentine 
pretty  liberally,  i.  e.  it  was  pour’d 
into  the  W ound  ;  the  Confequence 
of  this,  was  immediate,  exceflive 
Pain  to  the  Patient,  an  Inflamma¬ 
tion,  Mortification,  and  in  a  few 
Hours  Death,  The  Fradture  had 
no  threatening  Appearance  before 
this  Drefling,  which  was  applied  the 
fourth  Day  after  the  Accident. 

Redfiiy’d  Spirits  of  Wine,  I  think, 
muft  be  nearly  as  prejudicial  as  the 
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Oil  of  Turpentine,  for  the  fame 
Reafons :  And  if  the  many  Vulne¬ 
rary  Tinctures  in  Ufe  amongft  Sur¬ 
geons  in  general,  but  particularly  in 
France  ;  were  reduc’d,  or  utterly 
exploded,  the  Pra&ice  of  Surgery, 
would  I  believe,  by  no  Means  mifs 
their  Specifick  Qualities. 

Case  the  ‘Third. 

A  poor  Fellow  having  a  large 
Cut  on  the  upper  Side  of  the  left 
Bregma ,  about  an  Inch  and  an  half 
In  Length,  was  brought  to  the  Ho- 
tel-Dieu  ;  and  thus  dreft 5  on  one 
Side  was  a  fmall  Artery  which  bled 
freely  ;  to  this  they  applied  fome 
Styptic  Powder,  and  thruft  the  o- 
ther  Part  of  the  Wound,  according 
to  Cuftom,  full  of  Sharpee  dipt  in 
Oil  of  Turpentine,  and  cover’d  it 
afterwards,  with  feveral  Bolfters  of 
Cloth  dipt  in  hot  Brandy.  The 
third  Day,  he  complain’d  of  great 

Pain 
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Pain  about  the  Wound,  but  had  no 
Vomitings,  nor  Symptoms  of  a 
Fradture  :  His  Wound  was  open’d, 
and  dreft  as  at  firft,  the  fourth  Day, 
the  Edges  were  greatly  inflam’d,  yet 
the  fame  Dreflings  were  continued. 
By  the  eighth  Day,  the  Edges  look¬ 
ed  blue  and  flabby,  and  fuppurated 
a  large  Quantity  of  Matter,  which 
was  yellow  and  very  fcetid,  &fc.  and 
not  having  Room  to  difcharge,  be¬ 
gan  to  inflnuate  itfelf  between  the 
Scalp  and  the  Pericranium  ;  and  by 
the  13th  Day,  they  were  feparated 
for  the  Space  of  (at  leaft)  two  Inches 
in  Diameter :  Notwithstanding  thefe 
Circumftances,  the  Method  of  dref- 
flng  was  continued  as  at  firft  to  the 
16th  Day  ;  the  Cranium  began 
now,  to  look  black  in  two  or  three 
Places,  the  Edges  of  the  Scalp  tuck’d 
in  and  look’d  very  badly,  the  Dif¬ 
charge  Stinking  ;  on  the  next  Day, 
there  were  four  Quadrangular  Inci- 
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{ions  made,  two  Inches  or  more  in 
Length,  and  the  Angles  in  part  cut 
off :  The  Dreffmgs  now  were  Shar- 
pee  dipt  in  Spirits  of  Wine,  it  was 
again  dreft  on  the  19th  Day,  and 
look’d  much  better ;  to  the  2  2d  the 
fame  Dreffings.  And  nothing  re¬ 
markable  interfering,  the  Cure  was 
perform’d  by  the  40th  Day. 

The  Treatment  of  this  Cafe,  tho’ 
crown’d  with  Succefs,  I  think  was 
fhocking ;  but  as  that  may  be  learnt 
from  what  has  been  already  faid  on 
their  Practice  in  the  preceding  Cafes, 
it  would  be  only  tedious  and  difa- 
greeable  to  dwell  upon  it  ;  every 
Perfcn’s  Judgment  will  convince 
him,  how  preferable  in  thele  Cafes, 
fuperficial  Dreffings  and  proper  Ban¬ 
dages  would  have  been,  to  the  Me-  - 
thods  us’d.  Suppoiing  the  Scalp 
feparated  by  a  Colle&ion  of  gru- 
mous  Blood  or  Matter,  and  it  was 
judg’d  neceffary  to  remove  it,  it 
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would  certainly  be  much  eaficr  to 
the  Patient,  and  much  more  conve¬ 
nient  for  the  Surgeon,  to  take  an 
Oval  Piece  off  at  once,  than  to  make 
Quadrangular  Incilions,  and  after¬ 
wards  cut  off  their  Angles,  as  thefe 
kind  of  Incilions,  moll  commonly 
require  the  Operation  to  be  repeat¬ 
ed,  for  the  Matter  lodging  continu¬ 
ally  under  them,  feparates  the  Scalp 
from  time  to  time,  and  occalions 
many  (avoidable)  Impofthumations  ; 
whereas,  if  the  Opening  was  per¬ 
form’d  in  the  Manner  before  hinted, 
the  Wound  would,  as  Experience 
fhews  us,  digeft  and  heal  kindly. 

Their  Ufe  of  Styptic  Powders, 
Oil  of  Turpentine,  H?c.  to  flop 
Hemorrhages,  I  cannot  but  think 
an  abfurd  Practice,  as  in  the  firffc 
Place  they  are  not  fecure,  the  Vef- 
fels  being  continually  liable  to  bleed 
afrefh,  when  once  the  Efchar  they 

occalion 
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occafion  feparates,  and  then  they 
generally  give  great  Pain.  Now  the 
Suture  gives  but  little  Pain,  and  is 
always  fecure. 

After  what  has  been  faid  of  the 
French  Practice  in  general,  I  fhould 
be  too  partial  not  to  recount  an  In- 
ftance  wherein  their  Practice  is  more 
judicious  (or  at  leaft  more  fucceff- 
ful)  than  ours.  And  notwithftand- 
ing  they  treat  all  Cafes  as  nearly  as 
I  could  obferve  in  the  above  Me¬ 
thod,  they  have  often  the  Credit  of 
performing  great  Cures. 

They  excel  us  in  the  Application 
of  Bandages,  and  their  repeated 
Bleedings  in  Diilocations  and  Frac¬ 
tures,  makes  their  Succefs  in  fuch 
Cafes,  greater  than  ours.  They 
bleed  thefe  Patients,  every  fix  Hours, 
while  the  Symptomatick  Fever  re¬ 
mains  ;  and  it  is  almoft  furprifing, 
the  Lofs  of  Blood  a  Patient  under 
thefe  Circumftances  will  bear  ;  I  re¬ 
member 
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member  a  Man  with  a  violent  com¬ 
pound  Fracture,  who  was  bled  ele¬ 
ven  times  in  fix  Days,  by  which 
Means,  notwithftanding  the  many 
threatening  Symptoms,  he  recover’d 
in  about  ten  Weeks.  Their  Treat¬ 
ment  of  thefe  Cafes,  except  the 
plentiful  Bleedings,  Clyfters  and  o- 
ther  gentle  Evacuations,  is  in  gene¬ 
ral  like  the  Rnglijh ,  therefore  to  de- 
fcend  more  into  Particulars,  would 
be  only  tedious.  The  Learned  Mr. 
Chefelden ,  amongft  his  numerous  Im¬ 
provements  has  not  forgot  to  tell  us# 
the  great  Succefs  he  has  had  in  In¬ 
flammations  of  the  Urethra  and 
Bladder,  &*c.  by  the  liberal  Ufe  of 
Bleedings,  Purges,  &c.  for  which, 
fee  his  Anatomy,  (p.  262.)  I  think 
this  Practice  would  be  worth  trying 
in  every  Cafe  of  Surgery  accompa¬ 
nied  with  great  Inflammation,  or 
Contufion,  I  mean,  it  might  be  re¬ 
peated 
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peated  with  the  fame  earneftnefs 
that  Great  Man  advifes. 

Midwifry  has  not  been  fhort  of 
bringing  Students  here  for  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Y ears,  and  certainly,  this  was 
a  fine  School,  when  Students  had 
the  Liberty  to  vilit  the  Lying-in 
Women,  and  attend  the  Labours  of 
the  Hotel-Dieu  :  I  believe,  it  then, 
was  preferable  to  any  Place  in  Eu¬ 
rope ,  but  this  great  Priviledge  has 
been  forfeited  a  Number  of  Years  ; 
as  beforemention’d.  Le  Motte  tells 
us  in  his  Preface,  That  he  was  o- 
blig’d  to  content  himfelf  with  wait¬ 
ing  on  the  Phyficians  into  this 
Ward,  and  writing  down  their  Pre- 
fcriptions,  yet  we  have  had  iince 
his  Time,  a  great  Number  of  Peo¬ 
ple  educated  here,  who  have  boafted 
the  great  Advantages  they  had  when 
Students,  in  feeing  the  real  Delive¬ 
ries  of  this  Hofpital,  and  attending 

the 
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the  Patients  after.  Mr.  Bracken  has 
been  particularly  careful  in  his  Mtd- 
•wifry,  to  enlarge  on  thefe  Oppor¬ 
tunities  :  But  he  certainly  forgot 
himfelf,  or  otherwife  had  never  read 
Le  Motte  :  ’Tis  a  Pity  that  a  vain 
Oftentation,  fhould  induce  a  Man 
of  his  Probity,  to  pafs  fueh  a  grofs 
Impcfition  on  the  World. 

Midwifry  is  taught  here  by  feve- 
ral,  but  the  Perfon  of  molt  Repute* 
is  Monf.  Gregoir  ;  whofe  Machine , 
has  made  much  Noife  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  therefore  it  may  not  be  amifs, 
to  give  a  fhort  Sketch  of  its  Fabric. 
It  is  compos’d  of  Bafket-work,  co¬ 
ver’d  with  coarfe  Cloth  ;  the  Pelvis 
is  human,  cover’d  with  Oil-fkin  :  It 
has  neither  Uterus  Externum  nor 
Internum ,  nor  any  of  the  Contents 
of  the  Abdomen ,  the  Want  of  which 
he  fubftitutes  with  his  Hands  ;  in 
fhort,  ’tis  fo  rude  a  Work,  that  a 
common  Pelvis  fluck  into  a  Whale , 
without  any  Embelliihment,  would 

H  be 
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be  as  like  Nature,  as  this  Machine , 
which  has  been  fo  much  admir’d  : 
It  has  not  any  Appearance  of  Inge¬ 
nuity,  or  Refem’blance  of  Nature  ; 
yet  this  Machine  rude  as  it  is,  would 
probably  have  ftill  kept  its  Reputa¬ 
tion,  had  it  not  been  for  the  furpri- 
fing  Genius  of  Dr.  Smellie ,  whofe 
Machines  are  really  curious ;  they 
are  compos’d  of  real  human  Bonesy 
arm’d  with  fine  fmooth  Leather, 
and  Huff’d  with  an  agreeable  foft 
Subftance  •  All  the  Parts  feem  very 
natural,  both  to  Look  and  T ouch ; 
the  Contents  of  the  Abdomen  are 
beautifully  contriv’d,  the  Inteftines 
look  very  natural,  as  likewife  the 
Kidneys,  and  large  Veffels,  The 
Uterus ,  Externum  and  Internum , 
are  made  to  contract,  and  dilate,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Difficulty  intended 
for  the  Delivery.  The  Children  for 
thefe  Machines ,  are  likewife,  excel¬ 
lently  contriv’d,  they  having  all  the 
Motions  of  the  Joints.  Their  Crani- 

ums 
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unis  are  fo  form’d,  as  to  give  way 
to  any  Force  exerted,  and  are  fo 
Elaftick,  that  the  Preffure  is  no 
fooner  taken  off,  than  they  return 
to  their  natural  Equalities.  Too 
great  a  Force  exerted  in  delivering 
with  thefe  fuppos’d,  has  the  fame 
Effect  it  would  have  on  real  Chil¬ 
dren  ;  for  as  in  real  Nature,  it 
would  either  break  or  diflocate  fome 
Part,  fo  a  too  great  Force  us’d  on 
thefe  Machines ,  would  intirely  fpoil 
their  Elafticity  :  Thus,  when  a  Per- 
fon  has  Judgment  enough  to  work 
well  on  thefe  Machines ,  he  would 
foon  be  a  good  Accoucheur* :  Where¬ 
as,  one  might  work  to  Eternity,  on 
Gregoirs  Baiket,  and  never  know 
any  thing  of  the  Matter  ;  for  let  a 
Part,  however  difficult  prefent  itfelf, 
in  his  Machine ,  you  deliver  it  as 
eafily,  as  you  would  turn  a  Cork 
in  a  Pail  oi  Water  :  So  that  when¬ 
ever  a  Pupil  who  has  been  (only)  e- 
ducated  under  him,  meets  with  dif- 

H  2  ficult 
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ficult  Deliveries,  he  will  be  frigh¬ 
ten’d  at  every  little  Refiftance  he 
meets  with,  in  turning  Children. 

The  Advantage  Mr.  Gregoir  is 
faid  to  have  over  Dr.  Smellie ,  is  that 
of  having  real  Children,  this  at  firffc 
appear’d  to  me  a  great  Advantage, 
but  I  find  it  is  not  fo  ;  for  the  Cold- 
nefs  of  the  Child,  the  Flabbinefs  of 
the  Parts,  and  the  Skin’s  Coming 
off  at  the  leaft  Touch,  makes  the 
Delivery  feem  much  lefs  natural, 
than  that  of  the  Leather  Children. 
Now  the  Uterus  and  other  Parts  of 
Dr.  Smellie  s  Machine ,  when  a  little 
warm  by  Ufe,  feem  as  like  Nature 
as  poflible. 

The  Ex  pence  of  two  Courfes 
with  Dr.  Smellie  is  five  Guineas,  for 
which  you  attend  four  Labours,  and 
deliver  the  laft ;  which  Labours 
make  an  additional  Expence  of  a- 
bout  one  Guinea.  If  you  attend 
Labours  with  Mr.  Gregoir ,  the  Ex¬ 
pence  is  eight  Livres  to  fee  him  de¬ 
liver 
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liver  a  Natural  Cafe,  eighteen  to  fee 
him  turn  and  deliver  by  the  Feet, 
one  Guinea  if  he  delivers  by  Inftru- 
ments,  and  if  a  Pupil  delivers  any 
unnatural  Cafe,  he  pays  two  Gui¬ 
neas  :  And  the  fame,  for  a  Courfe 
of  Lectures,  which  is  divided  into 
two  Parts,  viz.  of  Theory  and  Prac¬ 
tice,  which  together  take  up  at  leaft 
three  Months  :  The  Theoretical 
Lectures  are  but  indifferent,  but  his 
Practical  ones,  pretty  good,  as  he 
relates  many  Cafes,  and  makes  ju¬ 
dicious  and  good  Obfervations.  Yet 
on  the  whole,  I  think  London  a 
much  better  Place,  to  fludy  Mid- 
wifry,  Anatomy,  and  Surgery, 
than  Paris ,  both  in  refpect  to  Ex¬ 
pence,  and  Improvement. 

It  were  to  be  wifh’d  indeed,  that 
every  young  Surgeon,  would  make 
the  beft  Ufe  of  thofe  Opportunities 
for  Improvement,  their  Native  Coun¬ 
try  affords  them  ;  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  many  Geniufes  might 

then 
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then  arife,  to  the  great  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Surgery,  and  the  Honour 
of  England :  But  while  the  attend¬ 
ing  an  Hofpital,  is  made  fubfervi- 
ent  (as  I  believe  is  too  often  the 
Cafe)  to  Extravagance  and  Pleafure, 
it  is  not  to  be  wonder’d  at,  that 
Students  in  this  Univerlity  ‘,  fhould 
make  as  fmall  Progrefs,  as  fome  in 
the  once  famous  Seminaries  of  Oat- 
ford  and  Cambridge.  But  from  an 
Infenlibility  of  their  own  Interefts, 
many  young  Surgeons  return  to  the 
Countries,  more  polifh’d,  but  lefs 
improv’d,  than  if  they  had  remain’d 
in  their  former  Situations.  To  Peo¬ 
ple  of  this  Call,  nobody  I  believe, 
will  be  abfurd  enough  to  imagine, 
this  fo  fashionable  Tour,  can  be  any 

*  I  hope  the  Propriety  of  this  Term  will  not 
he  difputed  as  I  think  the  extenfive  Good  (in  re¬ 
gard  to  lnftrudting  Youth)  of  our  Hofpitals  con- 
fider’d,  it  cannot  be  deny’d5  they  ought  to  be 
efteem’d  as  fuch.  And 

The  Similitude  will  appear  more  natural ,  to 
thofe  who  know  how  School-boy-like  the 
Majority  of  Apprentices  and  Pupils  behave. 

real 
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real  Advantage,  as  every  gaudy  No¬ 
velty  attracts  the  Eye,  and  every 
ftrange  Place  the  Attention,  of  a 
Perfon  alienated  from  the  Purfuit  of 
Bufinefs ;  and  to  a  Perfon  devoted 
to  Study  and  the  Improvement  of 
his  Capacity,  I  think  it  will  appear 
Efficiently  perfpicuous,  to  be  of  lit¬ 
tle  Service. 

The  French  Pupils  being  lefs  pam¬ 
per’d  than  the  Englijh ,  and  more 
ftridtly  confin’d  to  their  Studies,  con- 
fequently  reap  more  Advantage  from 
an  Attendance  in  an  Hofpital  :  But 
this  is  no  Argument  that  their  Op¬ 
portunities  ior  Improvement  are 
greater  than  ours,  indeed,  rather  ex- 
pofes  our  own  Weaknefs,  who  can¬ 
not  imagine  ourfelves  accomplifh’d 
in  the  Profefiion,  without  a  Tour  to 
Paris,  if  for  fix  Weeks  only,  in  which 
time,  it  will  appear  (from  what  is 
(aid  above)  impofiible  to  reap  any 
Advantage  at  all. It  is  a  long  approv’d 
Maxim,  equally  true  and  wife,  that 
Travel  oftener  makes  the  finifh’d 
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Coxcomb,  than  the  compleat  Gen-  * 
tleman  :  And  as  an  Englijhman ,  I 
would  advife  thofe  of  my  Country¬ 
men,  who  defign  to  make  this  T our, 
not  to  be  the  Dupes  of  a  Nation,  who 
only  ridicule  us  for  apeing  their  Fol¬ 
lies  ;  and  fpending  our  Fortunes  a- 
mongft  them,  for  the  Satisfaction  >f 
proving  ourfelves  Blockheads.  Let 
us  rather  embrace  every  Opportuni¬ 
ty  our  native  Country  affords  us,  of 
excelling  in  our  Profeffions,  and  by 
obferving  and  imitating  thofe  Great 
Examples  which  are  at  the  Head  of 
our  Hofpitals,  fhew  the  French ,  that 
we  need  not  copy  any  thing  from  , 
them,  but  a  Self-fufficiency,  and 
Love  for  our  own  Country.  And 
then  (as  I  faid  before)  it  is  not  to  be  • 


fear’d,  but  the  next  Age  may  pro¬ 
duce  Geniufes  like  thofe  of  the  pre- 
fent ;  who  (it  may,,  without  Vanity  i 
be  faid)  both  in  refpedt  to  Judgment 
in  Cafes, >jand  Dexterity  in  Opera-.*  j 
tions,  equal,  if  not  excel,  any  that 

France  ever  produc’d. 
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